
 

Costs  
While there are costs associated with having your wedding at St 
John's, the minimum donations listed here do not cover the 
whole amount. We do not charge for the sacrament of marriage, 
but we do ask couples to pay something towards the true costs 
of using the church and its facilities.  
These amounts are minimum donations:  
  
Marriage Prep.   $ 50  
Church    $150  
Officiating Priest   $100 
Flowers (only if we supply) $100  
Organist to be negotiated with the organist  
 
These donations should be placed in separate envelopes labelled 
accordingly and given to the officiating priest at the rehearsal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage 

‘Love is patient and kind.  Love never comes 
to an end.’ 

  
Information about Being Married at… 

  

The Anglican Church of 
St John the Baptist, 

Te Puke  
  

Further Enquiries:  
  

Contact the Vicar-  The Rev. Ruth Dewdney  
ph: 021 322342 or 07 5738922 (evenings) 
email: vicar.tpanglican@xtra.co.nz 
 
Parish Office 
47 Jocelyn Street 
P.O. Box 67 
TE PUKE 
Phone: 07-573 7970 
  



BEING MARRIED AT THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF                                
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 
St John's Church is not just a pretty building in a beautiful setting. 
It is the centre of worship for a vital and lively community who 
rejoice with you in your decision to marry and stand ready to 
support you. By choosing to get married at St John's you are 
agreeing to exchange your vows before God in a Christian 
ceremony in the Anglican tradition.  Every effort will be made to 
make you feel at home and to make your wedding day a joyous 
occasion  

  
Careful planning is essential if you want your wedding day to be a 
day to remember without disappointment. We are here to help 
you with your planning, and have had a lot of experience with 
what helps to make a happy and memorable experience. The 
date and time of your wedding is confirmed at your first contact 
with the officiating priest, and is entered in diaries and in the 
church's booking calendar 
  
Marriage Licence  
The marriage licence is obtained from the Registrar of Marriages. 
Application forms are available at the Registrar's office - usually 
the courthouse. The licence is valid for three months and we 
recommend that you make your application at least a month 
before the wedding, as it will have to be reissued if there are any 
mistakes on the form. The officiating priest will need to receive 
your license prior to the wedding rehearsal.  
  
Services  
The Church offers a choice of services, and the officiating priest 
will work through these with you to produce something special 
and unique to you. You may choose one or more readings.  At 
least one of these must be from the Bible. There are suggestions 
at the back of the Marriage booklet. 
  

Music  
The church organists are pleased to play for your wedding. You 
will need to think about music for the entry of the bride, during 
the signing of the Register and for the processional at the end of 
the service. St John’s has an excellent  organ, and facilities to play 
CD’s. Please note that the officiating priest must approve all 
music prior to the service. You may also wish to have some 
hymns. The priest and organist can help you with your choice, so 
please ask if you would like their assistance. Kay Wilson regularly 
plays for weddings and you can contact her on 07 533 4339 or 
kaywilson39@slingshot.co.nz . She will also advise her costs.  
 
Flowers 
With the exception of the season of Lent (roughly six weeks 
before Easter) there are several floral decorations in the church.  
However, in general, it is your responsibility to provide and 
arrange flowers, but we do have a roster of ladies who arrange 
flowers for our Sunday services who are willing to do them for 
you. The flowers must be left for our Sunday services. If special 
flowers are requested, there is a fee to cover the cost. 
  
Confetti, Bubbles, Etc  
Due to the mess involved and the need to have the church  ready 
for services on Sundays (and other times) we do not allow the  
use of confetti or rice within  in the Church grounds.  Bird seed 
and petals are allowed outside the Church. 
 
Marriage Preparation  
Marriage is much more than a wedding. Preparing for marriage is 
an important step on your journey together. This allows you to 
talk about your hopes, dreams and expectations with an 
experienced person guiding the process. The officiating priest will 
discuss marriage preparation options with you. You do not need 
to be based in the Bay of Plenty. You may be expected to attend 
up to three meetings with the officiating priest, incorporating 
both the marriage preparation and organising the service.  
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